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But how eaſily is the beſt talent 
perverted ? Even miraculous gifts, - 
poſes. the moſt: faned; bees . t 
pride, and generated an Alen net ? 
viſible and ſo pernicious were theſe abuſes, in the 
church at Corinth, that Paul, he founded... I 
church, was ednfirained to uſe his paternal iufluendes 
and to exert his apoſtokral authority, to, come 
beer gel of ths Cena; W he hin 
eat le entiles n he has 
a preciſion,” the original deſign, 
the proper uſè of 3 -gifts,} he paſſes, 
a dexterous tranſition, to tlie endation of chats . 
ity. This Chriſtian grare he gives the preemi 
to every gift, in * . eloquent & 
un, which, viewed as a affen compoſitietl | 
vields not to the boaſted p 
Roe: He — Ay 
Chriſtians againit an oftentation of the gift of tongues; | 


See Note (a.) ＋ chaßter xii, 1 Chapter xiji, 
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Such, unhuetbnably, hou bew aim of every 
miniſter ; Uri, O85: N % N 2 I +4 1 "I cel 5 i 3 


What is che foundation of the-Chriſti: y! 
he 8 depravatian of the nia race. 
He ned him a rank next 
4 "hae 2 che angels 2 urround his throne. 
him * underftand- 

„ by: his intellec. 
tual powers, aud {till more 2 5 his innocence and pu- 
tity, he needed wo interpreter of the divine will, 
no intitement to an obfervance of the divine laws. 

While in tlie paradiſe of God, nothing obſtructed a 
ſacred intercourſe with his Maker. But man being 
in honor abode hot. He fell; and, by his 8 257150 
1 deb lets he ond, and all got ve. 4 
* Aman the'deplorable effects of that apoſtac 
underſtandin | became darkened, and the 
praved. He 
came graduall x 
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for the ad-iſfion, -oftrathu! Withoatia fuj yrs 
revelation therefore, a inn Dae . 
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„ Such a ee 1 n ch and oY 
dant mercy, was pleaſed-wolcoultnanicats.; * 
. tory» aß that — need. höt — traded. 
The ſummary account of an ene ufficient 
the preſent p C | 


in ejverſe. none 
the: prophets, gy 14 


WW - SiS, hanort H l ef Wo e 
Together wich -revelition hens ; pleaſed to in. . 
Kitute an order af men, to ir 8 
and to enſorce its precepts. I ie 
hond was coeval with the Mae 
ſuch an inſtitution, there is reaſon to pee. ink 
with a revelation in their Hands, i d would d- 
regard the duties, if not become — 
truths, of religion. Though the eſſential — 
of the Scriptures are eaſy 85 be underſtood ; yet the 
generality of men are ſo occupied | ied with. the. cares, or 4 
diffipated | by the pleaſures of the ph 0 nt World, 
that, without a frequent pkg IF 11s and a enforocmont 
of religious truth, they would forget, or deſpiſe, it. 
Hence "appears the wiſdom of God in inftirming.a | 


Ebbatk aad a. priefthopd, l ; as. the altar of Gol, 
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i is In the alan of its, that ;gnorante bocchges 
„virtue ſtrengthened, and vice appalled. 
—1 temple ie, literally, a- ſauctuury. un ia 
times E degeneracy, :hath- religion- rep aired; and 
a aſylum, *  Tnkdehiry' herfelE, While ſhe ſpares 
ot the characters, or | the perſons, of the ſaintt of 
the „ Me High, ſeldom dares to rend the veil of the 
t , or! to--demiolifh the altar, of God. 
he daten of a prieſthood, then hy" appr: 
ent. Was the facerdoral office neceſſary to the He- 
brew church merely? By no means: for the nature 
of man is always the fame. What generation of men, 
in any age of the world; needs not this auxiliary to 
knowledge and virtue —And where i is that people, 
to whom it is unneceſſary to preach the unſearcha- 
ble riches of Chrift?' Where is that people who need 
not call 7 God, through the one Mediator ? How, 
then, call on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? 5 ow ſhall they believe in him of whom they 
have not- heard * and how al they hear” Without a 
preachth ? + 
Reaſons, ideal third were, PTY infticming tha! 
Chriſtian miniſtry, peculiar to the firſt age the 
Chriſtian church. If this inſtitution was needful for 
the benefit of the Jews, how much more for the hen- 
elit of the Gentiles ? How ignorant and wretched was 
the ſtate of the Pagan world, at the time of Chriſt's 
appearance! The philoſophers had made a few fee- 
ble attempts towards a reformation. ' Their ſyſtems, 
however, of religion and morals, were groſsly erro- 
neous in themſelves, and contradictory to each other. 
Had they been more perfect, and more conſiſtent, 
example way wanted to recommend, and authority ä 
do enforce, them. Virtue hy buried in the rubbiſſi 
of ignorance and error. The heathen ſuperſti- 
tion, far from giving it any aid, ſeems not to have 


had thy leaſt connexion with it. * repentance of 
B | 


c 99 


5 | paſterimes;.20- future amendment ofiicon adduct, at 
aue offended. ade \ Sacyifice-aithoſen' yi Kön, bow 
deen before a, hallowed image; +be initiaten 1 = the. 

_ ſacred myſteries; and the; weathiof the: gods d 0. 

_ averted, and the "thunder Crop: from them! ame 

b not the: expediency, -the:neceflity, of Chu | 

tian miniſty Perce iloſophy Trad finiſbech her 
experiment. She bad wag eflayed:to' enlig kiten ind 
reform the world. Fruitleſs were her efforts W _ 

then, could promiſe ſucceſs? This, very':infti q 

After that, in the auiſdoni of God, thenoort. by n 

knew nit God j it: plæcd Gotd __—_ my 5 of puh 

ing to fave thei that belie- rs tt our 

In tracing out, then, the Foumbation, werperceie 

the de/ign, of the Chriſtian Miniſtry. 1 is te e | 
1 knowledge. It was the duty ef the 
with. prieſts to enguire at. the. oracle-af\ God to ie. 
Tod, men in the knowled of Jo AR, and of = 

his law. ;-.to.teach:the people hs difference between vhall 

haly and profane ; and to cauſe thens to diſcer h Mu. 


; the unclean and the clean., It is: tlie duty. f Cl. E 
tian miniſters to teach the people the knowledge 
the law; and of the goſpel; to make them acquaint- 
ed with the e e of. Moſes and the prophets; 
and eſpecially of Chriſt and Bis apoſtles. / The -_ 


© 2 
* * 
+ 


_ tention. of their [miniſtry is clearly expreſſed in-theits 
original commiſſion. | Go ye, and teach all. nations,” | 
baptizing them in the name q the Father, and of "tb" 
Son, and of the Holy Gbeſt : teaching them to , obſeru# | 
all things whatſoever I have commanded: ht. 

All their inſtructions are to be drawn From: the: | 
fountain of divine truth. To the law an to 11 e 10% 
timony e i, they ſpeak not according to this: word, it 1. if q 
becauſe there is no light in them. Confeſſions of faith, 
decrees of \councils, dogmas of theologians, to what- 
ever reſpect they may be entitled, are not to be N „ | 

* Robertſon. +: Exek. xliv. 23. 


mie e nes of the commandments: 25 nen. 


Is chehe An elithculty in aſcertaining religious truth? 
Am atedignt intern e its diſcoyery· hs Qny , 
man will do. his. wilh, be Hall. e. of the, dadtxine. 


With {his aiic 110 A Pee Jan EU u | 
du which it is. 9 him to teach, 


a0 ties, | 
e e 4. „The character of God ; che 
5 ation which manking IL towards him, ,and the 


0 n the miſerable 
e, 88 ſinners, and the 
by Jede Chriſt the duties of 
ne i, e the. neceſſ neceſſity, of 
| es Spire in or. 
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 finners to bs 995 = ian. mani means of thei 
nal happineſs. Why did We Son, of God come 


down is cr wor eas $ that 
4 zohich was 2 Why 7570 fort 


 wnjilſt Tal be e us to God: Why: 
'God Jet him) Forth to be a Prep itiation for fin? 7 iT 
he might be jut, and the juſtifier of him w | 
in Fw.” Why did Chriſt purchaſe the divine Taſk. 
ences of the Holy Spirit To mate ur meet to be par. 
rakers of the inberiiance of the faints in light. The 
ioſtitution of the miniſtry correſponds with theſe be. 
nevolent offices of the Redeemer. - Why did Jeſus 
ſend Paul on a ſacred embaſſy to the Gentile nw 
open their: eyes, and 10 turn "tbe from darkneſs n 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that thiy 
might receive erging, of for Ant, and inheritance cn mong = 
them who are Janttifred. "Why, at his aſcenſion,” did 
he give fome, N ; and ſome, prophets; a ome, - 
evangeli/ts ; » paſtors and teachers For the 
ding of 57 hinz, 1 work's the miniftry, for 
 thetdifyi ng of the body of "ll wwe all come'itt 
the, unity + the faith, and 71 the 9 ——— F the Son 
0 of God, unto a perfett man, unto the” meaſure. of© the | 
E. of the fulneſs of Chrifs, The ' Chriſtian minif- 
try is a miniſtry of reconciliation. | Thoſe Who are 
conſecrated to this office are ambaſſadors Crit. 
While they teach men the knowledge of the golpet, ; 
1 beſeech them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled 
od. The ultimate deſign of their embaſſy m 
it never be forgotten !—is to reclaim them rom "fin 
to holineſs, from a ſtate of wrath to the favour of 
God, that they may be preſented Faulile * before the 
preſence of his glory with exceeding foy. 5p | 
Hl. The belt means of effecting this deſign remain 
ta be conſidered. To attempt an illuſtration of this 
ſubject, in all its extent, would illy become one of 
my years and experience, in the preſence of this ven- 
_ erable aſſemblage of eccleſiaſtical fathers. Scarcely 
indeed, would even /uch an one as Paul the OW . 


able to complete tuch lt e e ee 
of one occaſional diſcourſe Mb li. fuffcient, 


_ duous, as chat of the Chriſtian miniſtry. A volume 
were inadequate to delineate its duties, and to point 


out its -labours.” Far from aiming to give a full view 
of the beſt means of effecting its deſign, I will no- 


tice thoſe means only, which are ſuggeſted by the 


things! No office is ſo momentous, no wor 0 Ar. 


* 


le, in the text; means, which, however ry | 


ple and obvious, are, it is apprehended, often over- | 


looked; and, however weighty and 1 important, are, 
it is feared, not unfrequently difregarded. To ex- 
preſs. them — ey conſiſt in PREACHING 
INTELLIGIBLY.* * Paul choſe rather to peak fue 


words with his under Aanding—than, ten RENE! words : 


in an unknown tongue. #1 


Although, in all Proteſtant Ms Chriſtian | 


miniſters uſe no other than the vernacular languages; 
yet their public ſervices may be (ean it be doubted 


that they Often are?) ſo conducted, as to be render. 


ed equally unintelligible, as though. the tongue, in 
which they are performed, were un knoꝛun. In pro- 


portion to the prevalence of this error, in the ſacred 


miniſtrations of modern times, it may be as perni. 
cious as that which prevailed at Corinth, in the 


apoſtolic age. The knowledge of the truths of reli- 
gion is neceſſary to the obſervance of its duties. To 
communicate this knowledge—it has been ſhewn— 


is the immediate defign- of the Chriſtian miniſtry. 
But this knowledge cannot be communicated, and, 


of courſe, that deſign cannot be effected, but by 


ſuch inſtruction as is intelligible. What good pur- 


poſe can be anſwered by the fineſt diſcourſe imagina. 


ble, any farther than it is comprehended by the hear- 
er? If I know not the meaning of the voice, I ſhall be 


unto him that ſpeaketh a barbarian ; and be that Jpeak- 
eth ſhall be a barbarian unto me. 
See note (b.) 


rr ety mr ge rey tree <> eres 


Ude. Wich what ſolemn. awe, With what profou ad 


Freren imetligibly;, c thi 0 
Gagel ae be ee he and the, fir, of 
a:diſcourſe. On ea 7 ſt er oF 7 Pin. | OY 5 
A e hey oſt of Þ 3 dicouſ 15 
Bale weste ar boats Tall, wan a> dee k 1 


mate Object rof all religion, the bigh and lofiy.0 5 
wha inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, : -whotaweh 
leth iu the high and holy pes How inadequate; i 
the human underſtanding to graſp the infinite and 

eternal Being e Tay man attempt to col 00 
de vaſt waterz of the ocean in the hollow O his hand, 
as to comprehend the character of -JzHovan. 10 Can 
22 Searchibg: find — cat thou find out 1bt 

Almighty: unte perfection? ſi it at high as, heavens | 
| what.can/t thou dd? deeper than bell; . what canſs thay, 1. 
knot ? The megſure thereof it longer than the. kur, 
and broader than thefed, Some iof the perfections of 
God are, indeed, difcoverable in the volume of c 
ation; others, in the volume of Revelation. We 
may know ſufficient concerning God, for the great 

purpoſes of religious duty; but, after all our. rt 
3 how much will forever remain 1255 find, ling: 

Lo, tbeęſe are part of his ye ; -bi'how TR 
3 is heard of him, 

Jo illuſtrate: the divine c far a8 the; | 
lie ght of nature and of ſeripture will clearly guide to 
its illuſtration, is incumbent on a Chriſtian miniſter. 
It is a branch of religious knowledge of primary im- 
portance. It is the baſis on which the whole ſuper- 
ſtructure of religion muſt be erected; for every the- 
ory of religion, whether true or falſe, will invaria- 
bly correſpond with the character which it aſcribes 
to the Supreme Divinity. That, therefore, which) 
* Sce note (c. }- 
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But, 
explain the deep. things of Ged,,/arther than hebe . , 
hath ſeen fit to æxplain them; bis doctrines mult, at 
once, be impieus.and abinccliigibles 2 - Heunay kin, 


va 


Wie mn Gor 
quent inſtruction. 80 * 2:58 . Nehm © 2 vo 
ſhoutd, a teächer of tel gion undertake tb 


for example, that Gon is an eternal. 
the Sant and the Spray) truly, partakt in the kites 


natute, becauſe theſe! truths are 2 aug in 
t amenplana- 


the Seriptures; but, were he to att 
tion. of theſe truthaz he would neither underſtand 


himſelf, nor be underſtood by others. In like man 
. 5 he may know that moral evil is admitted inte 
4 verſa; ; that nothing takes place without tlie 
pievious knowledge: of God, and-ſuborditiation -t6 | 


his decree; that man is a free agent, and, as ſuch; 
accountable for his conduct; and yet that, without 
divine aidz he is incapable of holineſs : but, ſhould 
a ke pdertake. to ſhew the origin of evil; the reaſons 

n ſion into the world; the conſiſtency of the 
prefer and decree of God with the free agency 
of man; and the mode in which! the divine ſpirit 
operates 0 on the ſoul, without an e hu- 
man liberty; he would be wiſe above what is writs 


ten, and his difcourſe without underſtanding, and 


without profit. —All things that pertain to life and god- 


ineſs_are made known. in the jScriptures,' and are, 
therefore, proper ſubjects of miniſterial inſtruction. 


Truths unintelligible: to man are not to be diſcuſſed. 
It cannot be too deeply ĩmpreſſed on the mind of a 
religious teacher: I bo ſecret things belong tothe Lord 
cur God; but tbiſe i/ngs Which are revealed: mp0 


US. 5 N 


2. A diſcourſe; to. be intelligible, — aka 


abſtract, metaphy fical topics. If many other ſubjects: 


are beyond buman comprehenſion, theſe, though-un- 
derſtood by ſome, who have leiſure to examine, and 


* 


gc choca bject of fre. 5 


1 . 


acumeñ toi penetrate, them: bee deceit 
by the common people. Their mode of 4 
| their habits of 1 and reaſcning. and their. 


| henfi e .confideration, - 
In'order = how mach, . = 
which are. difficult - mc hi 
— eren ifs — in tho mſelve 
and ſo remote from their habitual contemplation 

Ha Chriſtian miniſte ; 
R ſubjects, and takes peculiar delight — den, | 
it is as ineongruous for him to diſcourſe on mm 
the pulpit, as it would. be for One fond of chemie 


reſearches, to deliver, from the -pulpit;; lectures bn 
chemiſtry 3 or for Ke g u eee "aſtrons- 


my: for his a ee buſineſs 1 
| himſelf, but to teach 3 2 _ 44 Poult; off 
To this end, alſo, mi db cog, 
| for the malt part, to be excluded. ay 4 
I am well aware, that there id no docttine of ferly- | 
ture but what has been, or is liable to de, diſputed: | 
When the exiſtence of a Gop'is called in queſtion; | 
what article of religion, natural or revealed, can &- 
| cape untouched*? But the principal topics of polen. 
cal divinity, properly ſo called, are fuch as treat on 
matters of curious enquiry, of truitleſs reſearch, 
of vain ſpeculation. Diſcourſes on theſe ſubjeſ 
neither render the hearers more learned, nor more 
wiſe. Handled with ſkill, they may diſplay the in · 
genuity of a ſophiſt, or the acuteneſs of a logician, 
but they ow municate no uſeful knowledge. They 
may excite the admiration of ſome, and gratify the 
curiofity of others, but they will make none wife 1 
ſalvation. Such topics not only exclude thoſe mo- 


* See note (d.) | 
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e e of MEeR Tori uk 
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& You are not oſten obliged to encounter unbelievers 
from the pulpit: and Jou will gertainly not chuſe 
to alarm Your people, by refuting, in form, object. 
tions to which they are ſtrangers; though it may be 
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A knowledge of the manners and cuſtoms of the 
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ſages in the Holy ſcriptures, 
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ed for acts of communion,” on this day anf in this 
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Church and Chriſtian Society, whereby you are poſ- 

ſeſſed of authority e equal with  ohrfelves. 
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Our firm belief, and preſent, expefs. 
void by 

fruition. But charity and goodneſs can never. Fail, | 
„Which arg -degin | 
| | 


| if | 


in the virtues of Chis life, and completed in th 
„ We are exherted, theres 


mercies, if any endearment in the benefits and ad. 


practice and example of others, to be like minded, 


Actuated by this divine principle, Jam 


5 Gephas | | 


"Was | 
given to Paul, i e. 257 grace of the apoſtleſhip, they | 
gave 10 him and Barnabas, his companion in the win. 
try, be right ha of fellowſhip ; publicly hn 


thereby what God had done fir them - the unfeigned 


joy and ſatisfaction, which they felt on that occaſion, | 
and as a pledge of that love and eſteem, afliſtaxjcee | 
and brotherly kindneſs, which omg young, apoſtles 
in future might e from th , 4 

Agreeable, therefore, to the coeur bf theſe cht h- 
es; in humble imitation of theſe religious werthies, 


[: and: [ truſt, with ſome degree of the ſame fincerity, 


permit me to ſay, as they perceived, ſo dear 8 8 ö 
we perceive the grace, that is in you. We 

the favour of God in the intellectual faeuhies, - 
mental powers he has given you. We perceive the 
grace and favour of God, in beſtowing upon you 


liberal education, thereby training you up for th 
 fervice of the ſanctuary. We perceive the grace al 


favour of God alſo, in leading and * Md to 
conſecrate and devote theſe * an accompliſh 
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ed you worthy, he hath put you into the mini 


W RY FIR U.S =» 


congreganons ya you 2 e called. to ihe work ” 


the goſpel miniltry among them, and haye now, in 3 


regular. and ſolemn. manner, - heen-jneraduced. to this 


_ Accordingly, I do, in th 16 name an by: dire of 


the venerable council here convened, ond 5 unto you 


the Right Hand of Fellowſhip; hereby teſtifying, | 
that we acknowledge and receive you, as a miniſter 
of the New: Teſtament, regularly veſted with the 

| chara tert and With Full authority 00, ad- 
all che ordinances of the goſpel, and to f. _— 
rate others to the work of the goſpel miniſtry, when, 
ever you ſhall,-in providence, be called to it. We 
heartily congratulate you, Rev. Sir, upon the honor 
which Chriſt hath done you, in that, having count- 


We rejoice wi qu for all the gifts and graces, w 
ve truſt you haye received from our aſcended Lord; 
and in the pleaſing and hopeful proſpect of your be- 
ing a faithful and able ſervant in his houſe, Permit 
me more eſpecially in the name of the elders to afſurs 
you, that we welcome you as a fellow labourer with 


k 


us in the vineyard ofhe+ Lord of Hoſts. With 


ſincere affection and fervent charity, we embrace you 
as a brother and companion in the goſpel miniſtry.; 
aud promiſe. you all the love and reſpect, counſel 
and aſſiſtance, which your circumſtances may re- 88 
quire, and our abilities enable us to give... 
At the ſame time I give you my hand, "renientbes; 
Sir, 1 receive ours; and that a. man that hath 


Tiom, e you will exhibit. in 
upon your. 'hearers a de 
lence, "and univerſal. chair "The phila 
your worthy predeeeſſor 412 r 500 thy of 
regard and mitation. Many of us here 1 
in times paſt, have ſenſibly felt 'and-enjoye 
forts and advantages of his kind, friendly and bensvo 
lent dif e * Sm thall rejoice in rn foo that the | 
- fprrit of Eli jah' dees indeed e upon Eliſha, ** ut more 
of [pecially* ; our prayer, that you may have tlie pre. 
ſence of God with you, and feceve a wary" "por: 
tion of his ſpirit. The beſt we can poſſibſy wil you 
my brother, is, that you may enjoy the comforts, 
the ſupports and bleſſings of RE bs: ns yu are now 
: called to, preach. ' ef c ee 
Senſible of the greatneſs of your work, Land hat | 
| an arduous taſk now lies upon your hands, we Have | 
à ſympathetic feeling with you. In diſcharging "the | 
55 of your office and profeſſion, you will meet 
with diſcouragements, temptations and trials, that 
other men e not of. From the very nature of | 
| Your work, you cannot ſuppoſe i it will be otherwiſe. | 
Fon are ſet or the defence of the golpel, to oppale 
the luſts and corruptions of men, to warn them of 
their danger, and beſeech chem, in Chriſt's ſtead, % 
be reconciled unto God; and in faithfully a. 
charging the duties of your office, may expect to paß 
through ſcenes which will try your Sager your p.. 
tience, your prudence, and every grace and virtue 
in you. For through a variety of unhappy cauſe, 
iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold, 
ſcoffers have already come. In love © ſhall ll pak 
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- You will . d in the g 


evils of your divine: Maſter and rebuke with all | 


authority proper ſubjects, when need ſo requires: 


yet will oppe fe: the greateſt errors with a+ Chriſtian 
temper, and defend the goſpel with no other weapon 
than the armour of nahe knowi 


compel the: mind but evidence, nothir 
be favourable but kindneſss. $ 

Daily experience and obſervation ll kits 
you,” that the ſurpaſſing excellence and benign influ- 


ence of our holy religion do not exempt it from en- 


emies; but under the provocations, you will 
never treat the adverfaries of the Chriſtian ſcheme 


with unchriſtian uſage. Though they ſhould cavil at 
your dockrines, and treat the glorious cauſe; and 


him that pleads it, with petulant and abuſive railing 3 


let none of theſe things move you, but be ſtedfaſt in 
the performance of your duty. Set your face as an 

adamant, and like a rock, in the e of confetting 
waves, ſtand Brin 


You are ſenſible, my fiend; "chat you. come br 


ward to labour in your Lord and Maſter's vineyard, 
at a period, in which many in the world diſcover a 
diſpoſition to break down the hedges thereof, and to 
lay it waſte. Even in our own country, you find 


thoſe who reſiſt the truth; men of corrupt minds, 


and reprobate concerning the faith; fools who make 


a mock at ſin; ideots, ſtupid and wicked enough, 


were it poſſible and in their power, to baniſſr all the 


doctrines, precepts and inſtitutions of the goſpel from 
the face of the earth. But be not diſheartened.—- 
ſhall fight againſt Hows" but ſhall not Prevail 
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5 that Chriſtianity once triumphed, in is 
am zing ſucceſs, when the combined powers df this 
world were bent upon its extirpation 3 and h 
 facred- otacles are affured, that Chriſt hath- built: big 
churq upon 3 7: ock; 
_ cannot prevail; but his feed thall: e "A 
and his throne as the days of he "Seek — 
It is however; an arduous. uaderta 1 


| drotherly kindncks,” By cor 
1 en er fare ofthe: n db. of his 


As the eyes of a ſervant are unte the hands gf Ik 

. maſter, ſo let your's my friend, be directed unto him 
who holdeth the ſtars in his right hand. Lock to, 
and always depend upon the right hand af his 


ad it wick — 8 waer tongue. "Fo 


| . the 


which the gates of hell 


you:are now 


| ſufficient for the -thi 
ran be expected | 
ip; though given 


will be followed; Tee — —_— gar 
5 attach gun 


power. Exert, Sir, to the utmoſt, your beſt: abilities, 
whilſt labouring in your Lord and Maſter's vineyard, 
and in ways of well doing commit yourſelf unta 
that in times of the greateſt difficulty and danget; 
you may dwell. in the ſecret place of the maſt; hig 
and abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty — 


ſtrength, which | is ſufficient to uphold, to dire, | 


defend, to affiſt and give you fuccefs, | Be ſtron g,my 
Brother, in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. The 
Lord ſend thee help from his ſanctuary, and 4 4 


Hons, — r 5 e 0 
_ Biving Kang bf his 2 hand . 0 e cha: = 
_ ay, dear Sir, and ſtand in thy lot till the end of 4 5 
days. In imitation of your divine maſter, perſeyere : 
in doing good: Make it the peculiat ſtudy and prin- 
cipal buſineſs of your life, t 158 promote the preſent 
happirieſs and 8 felieity r fellow creatures. 
For this is the. ver) deſign "of tlie goſpel inſtitution 
and ſacerdotal order: 1 the world therefofe ſee, 
that your heart 'glows continually with this godlike' 
principle; and approve yourſelf "throug h 155 the 
friend of God and of Jeſus Chriſt, by ee the friend 
of mankind. Great and arduous, - Sir, is your” 
work, but for your encouragement, great and efes pl — th 
alſo, will be your reward, it you approve yourſelf. 
good and faithful ſervant. ——Love then your ey; ; 
be your work; and love the people of your charge. 
—80 wall they rejoice in the benefit of your miniſ-. 
try, and you in the ſucceſs of your miniſtration 
amongſt them, —With our warmeſt wiſhes for the - 
falvation and happineſs both of - thiniſter and people, 
we now commend you, deaf Sir, to the great God 
and Saviour, the "Rites of influence; praying that 
he would inſpire you with that wiſdom, which i is from 
above; furniſh yott with every miniſterial accom- 
pliſiment, and enrich you with every chriſtian grace 


be the actuating principle of all you do in the execu- 
tion of your office, remain in your heart, flow from 
your tongue, and cantivate not only this people, but 
multitudes to the obedience of faith God the father 
of mercies make you a great and laſting bleſſing to 
this town, and to the world; and when you have 
compleated a long and ſucceſsful mm̃iſtry in the 
church militant upon earth, may you be admitted to 
= glories of the church triumphant in Heaven ; 
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5a of chen 1 1 ind communion D yo 3 
as circumſtances and Occaſion require; ſo like "= 
have we a ſympathetic feeling with you, in whatever, 
affe&s your proſperity and happinafs. In y your late 
affliction. we were afflicted, When by the ſtroke 0 
death we ſaw you deprived of your worthy paſtor, an 
left as ſheep without a ſhepherd ; i for your, 
welfare, our hearts were ready to tremble for the ark. 
of God in this place; but when we beheld you as ® _ 
band of brothers Aill united, and at 2 law 5 


| try among eee full confidence of your lone 
and friendſhip, he has now devoted himſelf for 
fe, to rwe you in the goſpel.— Remember, 
that this is the ſervant of the moſt high God, 
who is. to thew unto you the way of ſalvation.— 
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As you deſire and regard 
der of his character. Cover lis 


with a mantle of love; and eſteem 
his we ne his 
ſo doing JD will e, „ 
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o 81 eafant it is for 3 
brethren is; 94 e in unity is like * 1 i 5 
precious ointment on the head, that ran down th * A 
beard, even the beard of Aaron, "that ran down to bs 


I 80 3 a. 


Kirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and 


: 
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as the dew which deſcended u mountains o e 
Zion, for there the Lord commanded the bleſfing, VV 


* * 


even life for ever more. With fervent wiſhes for tie 2 
proſperity of this, your Zion; again we ſay unto you 
have peace one with another And now ma) 
the God of peace, who brought again from the dead. 
the great r en of the ſheep, through the blog of 2 
the everlaſtirlg. covenant, make you perfect to do his 
g m you the good pleaſure of his 20a ET 
neſs, and the — of faith with power. V : 
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